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RED  MEAT  PER  CAPITA  CONSUMPTION 


Per  capita  red  meat  consumption  declined  in  most  of 
the  developed  countries  in  1973  because  of  record  cattle 
prices,  which  caused  producers  to  retain  breeding 
animals  to  increase  production.  The  situation  was 
further  "aggravated  in  the  last  half  of  the  year  by  a 
slowdown  in  income  growth  and  consumer  purchasing 
power  which  limited  demand  for  red  meat,  especially 
beef. 

In  some  of  the  developing  countries  per  capita 
consumption  increased  because  of  higher  production  as 
well  as  programs  to  make  more  meat  available  for 
domestic  consumption  as  in  Brazil.  In  other  developing 
countries  per  capita  consumption  was  down  because  of 
higher  prices  and  lower  production. 

Beef  and  Veal 

U.S.  per  capita  consumption  fell  tc  51  kilograms  (kg) 
per  capita,  compared  to  54  kg  in  1 972  because  of  reduced 
domestic  production  and  high  retail  prices.  In  the 
European  Community  (EC)  per  capita  beef  and  veal 
consumption  was  unchanged  in  1973  at  25  kg  per  capita. 
This  level  of  consumption  has  remained  almost  constant 
since  1969.  In  most  other  areas  of  the  world  consumption 
of  beef  and  veal  remained  unchanged  or  declined 
because  of  the  sharp  price  increase  in  beef  during 
1972-1973.  In  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  Australia  beef 
consumption  was  up  because  of  higher  ievels  of  domestic 
production. 

U.S.  per  capita  consumption  in  1973  was  28  kg  per 
capita  compared  to  31  kg  in  1972.  The  decline  was  due  to 
reduced  domestic  pork  production.  In  the  EC  per  capita 
consumption  declined  for  the  first  time  since  the 
formation  of  the  Common  Market.  Per  capita 
consumption  fell  from  30  kg  per  capita  to  29  kg  after  5 
years  of  increases  in  per  capita  consumption.  High  retail 
prices  and  low  production  were  the  main  reasons  for  the 


decline.  Per  capita  consumption  in  Canada  was  down 
from  28  kg  to  26  kg,  while  it  was  up  from  24  kg  to  28  kg 
in  Taiwan. 

Sheep,  Lamb,  and  Goat  Meat 

Sheep  meat  consumption  in  all  the  major  consuming 
countries  except  New  Zealand  declined  during  1973 
because  high  wool  prices  caused  producers  to  reduce 
slaughter.  World  wool  prices  now  are  declining  and 
sheep  slaughter  in  1974  will  increase.  This  should  cause 
an  increase  in  per  capita  sheep  meat  consumption  in 
1974. 

Outlook  for  1974 

In  1974,  red  meat  production  has  increased  in  the 
U.S.,  Japan,  Canada,  and  Western  Europe.  High  world 
grain  prices  and  low  livestock  prices  have  encouraged 
increased  marketing  of  livestock  by  farmers  in  order  to 
cut  losses.  However,  retail  prices  remain  high  in  Europe, 
Japan,  and  Canada  because  of  increased  marketing 
margins  and  price  support  policies.  In  Japan,  Spain,  and 
the  EC,  the  price  support  policies  have  caused  a  sharp 
increase  in  surplus  meat  supplies  held  at  government 
expense  and  have  caused  the  governments  to  either 
embargo  or  limit  imports  in  order  to  reduce  stocks  and 
support  domestic  livestock  prices. 

Per  capita  meat  consumption  in  1974  is  expected  to 
increase  because  of  higher  production  in  the  major 
importing  countries,  but  not  to  levels  that  would  be 
expected  under  a  "free  market",  because  retail  prices 
remain  high  and  imports  have  been  limited.  In  the  major 
exporting  countries  per  capita  consumption  is  expected 
to  increase  because  of  rising  production  and  reduced 
demand  in  the  EC,  Japan,  and  Western  Europe  and 
North  America. 


1/ 

Beef  and  veal:        Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1969-73 
(Kilos) 


Continent 
and  country 

Average  : 
1965-69  : 

1969  : 

1970  : 

1971  : 

1972  : 

2/ 

1973 

North  America: 

43 

44 

43 

42 

43 

43 

11 

10 

10 

11 

10 

11 

Dominican  Republic   

6 

6 

6 

7 

6 

6 

El  Salvador   

7 

6 

6 

6 

5 

6 

Guatemala 

8 

g 

8 

8 

8 

7 

Honduras 

6 

5 

5 

7 

6 

5 

10 

10 

11 

10 

10 

11 

Nicaragua  ......  • 

13 

14 

13 

15 

14 

14 

Panama 

21 

22 

22 

24 

24 

24 

United  States   

50 

52 

53 

53 

54 

51 

South  America: 

82 

92 

82 

65 

62 

67 

Brazil   

18 

19 

18 

17 

18 

22 

Chile   

19 

19 

20 

18 

16 

12 

18 

19 

19 

21 

18 

15 

40 

39 

41 

32 

29 

21 

Peru   

8 

9 

9 

8 

7 

6 

66 

42 

59 

63 

49 

49 

20 

21 

19 

20 

19 

19 

Europe : 

Wes  tern : 

EC : 

25 

27 

28 

28 

28 

28 

Denmark   •••••••••• 

20 

21 

21 

20 

18 

16 

30 

30 

30 

29 

29 

28 

23 

24 

25 

25 

24 

23 

Ireland  •••••••••••  ••••• 

16 

17 

18 

20 

20 

15 

Italy   

20 

24 

26 

26 

25 

28 

19 

19 

20 

19 

17 

18 

24 

24 

25 

25 

24 

23 

23 

25 

26 

26 

25 

25 

21 

22 

23 

23 

22 

22 

Finland   

20 

21 

21 

21 

22 

23 

13 

16 

18 

16 

15 

18 

15 

15 

14 

15 

15 

15 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

12 

10 

11 

12 

11 

11 

13 

19 

19 

19 

17 

16 

17 

25 

26 

27 

27 

25 

26 

Eas  tern : 

11 

11 

11 

10 

11 

11 

Czechoslovakia  • 

18 

19 

19 

22 

23 

23 

Hungary 

9 

9 

9 

9 

8 

11 

14 

16 

16 

15 

15 

15 

10 

10 

11 

12 

10 

12 

USSR  

19 

21 

21 

21 

22 

22 

Africa: 

South  Africa,  Republic  of  . . 

23 

23 

22 

23 

24 

24 

China,  Republic  ©f  (Taiwan). 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

:  18 

19 

19 

19 

10 

7 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

:  5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

Oceania: 

':  44 

43 

41 

42 

43 

46 

:  53 

52 

44 

39 

52 

47 

1/    Carcass  weight  basis.  2/ 

Preliminary. 

V  Less 

than  500  gra 

ins. 
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Pork:        Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1969-73 
(Kilos) 


Continent 
.and  country- 

Average  : 
1965-69  : 

1969  : 

1970  : 

1971 

1972  : 

2/ 

1973 

North  America: 

Canada   .  

24 

25 

27 

30 

28 

26 

Costa  Rica   

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Dominican  Republic  •••••••••• 

2 

2 

3 

3 

/. 

El  Salvador   

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Guatemala  / .  . .  • 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Honduras   

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Mexico   

6 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

Nicaragua   

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Panama   

4 

4 

5 

5 

4 

5 

United  States   

28 

29 

30 

33 

31 

28 

South  America: 

9 

9 

9 

10 

9 

10 

6 

7 

7 

6 

6 

7 

4 

4 

4 

4 

6 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 













4 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

8 

9 

8 

6 

6 

8 

4 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Europe: 

Western: 

EC: 

Belgium-Luxembourg   

28 

29 

31 

31 

36 

37 

Denmark   

38 

35 

40 

36 

40 

47 

France   

27 

28 

28 

30 

30 

30 

Germany,  West   

35 

36 

38 

41 

42 

40 

Ireland   

27 

27 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Italy   

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Netherlands   

25 

25 

25 

29 

29 

26 

United  Kingdom   

28 

28 

28 

30 

29 

28 

EC  average   

26 

26 

27 

29 

30 

29 

Austria   

36 

37 

37 

38 

40 

41 

Finland   

17 

18 

21 

22 

23 

26 

Greece  

6 

6 

6 

8 

8 

11 

Norway   

17 

18 

18 

19 

19 

19 

Portugal   

10 

11 

10 

12 

14 

15 

Spain  

12 

13 

15 

14 

16 

18 

Sweden   

25 

26 

27 

29 

28 

27 

Switzerland   

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Eastern: 

16 

14 

13 

16 

19 

17 

31 

31 

33 

35 

36 

36 

30 

29 

32 

32 

38 

34 

25 

24 

24 

28 

30 

33 

17 

16 

17 

21 

19 

19 

13 

12 

13 

15 

15 

14 

Africa: 

South  Africa,  Republic  of  ... 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Asia: 

China,  JUpublic  of  {Taiwan).. 

20 

21 

23 

24 

24 

28 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

If 

11 

11 

5 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

10 

10 

10 

9 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

11 

Oceania: 

12 

10 

14 

14 

15 

16 

14 

13 

14 

13 

14 

10 

1/    Carcass  weight  basis.      2/    Preliminary.      3/    Less  than  500  grams. 
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Mutton,  lamb,  and  goat  meat:        Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1969-73 
(Kilos) 


Continent 

Average 

2/ 

and  country 

1965-69 

:    1969  : 

1970  : 

1971  : 

1972  : 

1973 

North  America: 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

2/ 

3/ 











— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 













3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

South  America: 

6 

6 

5 

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

2/ 













3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

23 

27 

22 

24 

16 

9 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

Europe: 

Wes  tern: 

EC: 

Belgium-Luxembourg   

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

10 

Italy   

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

United  Kingdom   

11 

10 

10 

11 

10 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

13 

13 

14 

17 

16 

16 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Eastern: 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

USSR  

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Africa : 

South  Africa,  Republic  of   

8 

8 

11 

10 

6 

5 

Asia: 

China,  Republic  of  (Taiwan) . . . 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Philippinec   

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

9 

9 

10 

10 

8 

9 

Oceania: 

38 

40 

39 

43 

38 

28 

35 

23 

35 

29 

30 

32 

1/    Carcass  weight  basis.      2/    Preliminary.      3/    Less  than  500  grams. 
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Mutton,  lamb,  and  goat  meat:        Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1969-73 
(Kilos) 


Continent 
and  country 

Average  : 
1965-69  : 

1969  : 

1970  : 

1971  : 

1972  : 

2/ 

1973 

North  America: 

2 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

2/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 













3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

United  States   

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

South  America: 

6 

6 

5 

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

4 

3/ 

1/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

1/ 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

23 

27 

22 

24 

16 

9 

11 

1/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

Europe: 

Wes  tern : 

EC: 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

11 

10 

10 

11 

10 

8 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

13 

13 

14 

17 

16 

16 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Eastern: 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

Poland   

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

USSR   

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Africa: 

South  Africa,   Republic  of  .... 

8 

8 

11 

10 

6 

5 

As  ia : 

China,  Republic  of  (Taiwan)... 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

9 

9 

10 

10 

8 

9 

Oceania: 

38 

40 

39 

43 

38 

28 

35 

23 

35 

29 

30 

32 

_!/     Carcass  weight  basis.       2/     Preliminary.       3/    Less  than  500  grams. 
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Total  meat:        Per  capita  consumption  in  specified  countries, 
average  1965-69,  annual  1969-73 
(Kilos) 


Continent  : 

Average  : 

2/ 

and  country  : 

1965-69  : 

1969  : 

1970  : 

1971  : 

1972  : 

1973 

North  America:  : 

69 

72 

73 

74 

74 

71 

14 

13 

14 

15 

14 

15 

8 

8 

9 

10 

10 

10 

11 

9 

9 

9 

8 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

9 

8 

17 

17 

18 

18 

18 

19 

20 

22 

21 

23 

22 

22 

25 

26 

27 

29 

28 

29 

80 

83 

84 

87 

86 

80 

South  America: 

97 

107 

96 

82 

76 

81 

25 

27 

26 

24 

25 

30 

26 

26 

26 

25 

24 

21 

22 

23 

23 

25 

22 

19 

40 

39 

■41 

32 

29 

21 

15 

16 

15 

15 

12 

11 

97 

/  o 

no 

j  j 

71 
/  J- 

66 

24 

ZD 

0  "i 
15 

0/. 

23 

23 

Europe: 

Western: 

EC: 

57 

en 

Of 

OJ 

00 

70 

58 

C£L 

JO 

OJ. 

JO 

JO 

63 

62 

O  J 

O  J 

64 

OH 

63 

60 

63 

66 

66 

53 

:  57 

55 

39 

61 

61 

55 

Italy   

32 

37 

41 

42 

42 

46 

46 

46 

47 

50 

48 

46 

:  63 

62 

63 

66 

63 

59 

53 

55 

57 

59 

by 

58 

57 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

Finland   

:  38 

40 

43 

44 

46 

50 

:  32 

35 

38 

41 

39 

45 

:  38 

39 

37 

39 

39 

39 

:  20 

23 

23 

25 

27 

28 

:  26 

28 

31 

29 

31 

35 

:  45 

46 

48 

47 

45 

46 

:  55 

58 

60 

61 

60 

62 

Eastern: 

:  37 

35 

34 

36 

40 

39 

:  49 

50 

53 

58 

60 

60 

:  40 

39 

42 

41 

46 

45 

:  40 

41 

41 

44 

46 

49 

:  30 

29 

30 

36 

32 

33 

:  36 

37 

38 

40 

41 

40 

Africa: 

South  Africa,  Republic  of  .... 

:  34 

35 

37 

37 

34 

33 

Asia: 

China,  Republic  of  (Taiwan) . . . 

:  21 

22 

24 

25 

24 

28 

:  9 

10 

9 

9 

9 

9 

:  19 

20 

20 

20 

11 

8 

:  8 

9 

12 

12 

15 

16 

:  13 

14 

12 

12 

12 

11 

:  14 

14 

15 

15 

12 

13 

Oceania: 

:  94 

93 

94 

99 

96 

90 

:  102 

88 

93 

81 

96 

89 

1/    Carcass  weight  basis;  includes  horse  meat.      2/  Preliminary. 
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